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MCBK enjoyed another successful year during 2025. Despite a few members not renewing their
subscriptions, we welcomed some new members and consequently our membership remained
constant at around 90. This said, the number of members attending our regular monthly talks
continues to be rather disappointing, especially given the high-quality presentations made by some
of our speakers. Interestingly we usually see more members at our apiary visits than at our indoor
meetings so during 2026 we will attempt to find out why participation at our indoor meetings
remains low. However, on a more positive note communication between our members via the
branch WhatsApp group continues to flourish.

Our beginners training course, consisting of six fortnightly on-line teaching sessions, ran between
January and March 2025 and was successfully delivered by Ken Houghton assisted by lan Turley.
This course is now well established and, in addition to providing a basic theoretical training in
beekeeping, also provides a helpful income stream for the branch. It is pleasing to report that we
already have a good cohort of potential new beekeepers signed up for the 2026 course. Our practical
training course at the MCBK training apiary followed on from the on-line training and ran from April
to June. We are most grateful to lan Turley for providing and maintaining the six hives at our training
apiary and for leading the practical training assisted by Ken Houghton and Josh Hampson. lan has
also done a splendid job during the year advertising special offers on beekeeping consumables to
our members and then coordinating bulk orders to gain discounts and save on delivery costs.

MCBK has continued to promote and inform people of all ages about the importance of bees and
beekeeping with display stands at various shows in our locality (e.g. Royal Cheshire County Show;
Cheshire Game and Country Fair; Arley Garden Festival; Cuddington and Sandiway Gala Day), and
by giving illustrated talks to several schools and community organisations including scout groups,
women’s institutes etc. Our committee members deserve praise for taking on most of this task,
especially given that several of the shows are two-day events, and we will therefore try to increase
the involvement of other MCBK members in our 2026 public-facing activities.

We were proud and delighted to win the County Shield at the CBKA Autumn Convention and Honey
Show for the third successive year owing to the dedicated effort of several MCBK members in
preparing their exhibits, many of which won best-in-class. This achievement is particularly satisfying
given that we are the youngest and smallest of the five CBKA branches.

As usual, the year started with our branch AGM in January which was attended mainly by committee
members. Stuart Forbes, lan Turley and Sarah Johnson continued in office as Chair, Secretary and
Treasurer respectively. Steve Purkis left the committee at this meeting with Natalie Bushell and Jo
Zielinski leaving later in the year for personal reasons. We welcomed Cheryl Flatman and Josh
Hampson onto the committee to join Lesley Jacques, Nick Johnson, Ken Houghton and Alan Dixon.



Following the AGM there was a brief presentation about infused honey before those present had
the opportunity to taste a variety of infusions using samples kindly supplied by Wirral Branch.

In February we held an on-line meeting with Kevin Thorn, a bee-farmer running around 100 colonies
in Suffolk, who described what we should be expecting to see in our colonies at different times
during the year and highlighting the triggers for when action is required and what action to take.
Our March meeting featured Steve Donohoe giving us advice on how to maximise our honey crop
referencing information in his recently published book, Healthy Bees, Heavy Hives. For the final
indoor meeting prior to our apiary visits we were joined by our own Karl Colyer who, following a
brief overview of the various approaches used for queen rearing, focussed on the cell punch method
and demonstrated with illustrations and some simple equipment why he believes this quick and
easy way to raise queens is ideal for those new to queen rearing.

The May and July meetings were held at our Grozone training apiary and attracted a good number
of new beekeepers. lan performed several hive inspections during these visits and invited some of
the novice beekeepers to gain experience in handling bees and looking for signs of disease etc. Both
these occasions were semi-social events and those present enjoyed a fine “aprés-bee” buffet during
which there was much opportunity for questions and discussion. Lesley Jacques hosted the June
apiary meeting with a visit to her colonies based in Hartford after which Lesley kindly invited us back
to her house to enjoy a fine spread of refreshments. Our final apiary visit in August was hosted by
Josh Hampson at Gorstage Cemetry where some of his hives are located. Fortunately we were the
only visitors to the graveyard at the time, so our group of beekeepers dressed in protective clothing
caused no alarm.

We recommenced our indoor meetings in September with an excellent presentation on pollen by
Lesley Jacques who demonstrated the great variation in size, shape, colour and texture of different
pollen grains. Lesley drew on much of the information she had gathered for her recently published
book, Where do the bees go?, which was conceived following work she carried out to gain her NDB
in 2024. In a similar vein we welcomed Graham Royle, who obtained his NDB in 2004, to our October
meeting and enjoyed his very informative talk on the internal and external anatomy of the
honeybee. Many of the close-up photos shown in Graham’s presentation feature in his book, Apis
through the Looking Glass, and although claiming that dissection is not a difficult skill to acquire he
did emphasise that it requires great patience and a steady hand. Given the recent sighting of a
Yellow-Legged (Asian) Hornet in the Runcorn area, we also invited Chris Cornwell-Lee (CBKA
Coordinator for this predator) to join our October meeting and advise us on the current actions we
should be taking (e.g. setting-up monitoring stations) to deal with this threat to our bees.

As usual, the November meeting was the MCBK honey show which was held at the Blue Cap in
Sandiway and attracted around 80 entries from our members. We were most grateful to our judge,
Joyce Nisbet, who provided an informative commentary on the factors influencing her judgement,
which was particularly helpful for the new beekeepers in the audience. | am also grateful to my
fellow show manager Cheryl Flatman, our steward Lesley Parker, and to Nick and Sarah Johnson for
scoring and preparing the award certificates. This year we introduced some changes to the format
of the show including advanced on-line submission of photos and short videos which were judged
by the audience and asking the audience to judge a couple of the confectionery class entries.
Although some streamlining of the audience judging process is required for next year’s show, the
changes made were welcomed by those present and appeared to increase the overall enjoyment of
the event.

In November we were saddened to hear from his daughter that John van Suchtelen had died at the
age of 97. John chaired the first meeting of the MCBK branch at Delamere Community Centre in



2012 with the purpose of exploring the level of interest and feasibility of establishing a new branch
in our area. He also trained and supported many of our members and, together with his late wife,
was a loyal servant to CBKA for many decades as witnessed by the award of the Canon Evans
Memorial Cup in 1991.

As usual the year concluded with our Christmas Social at Hartford Hall Hotel which was enjoyed by
all present thanks to Alan Dixon’s excellent organisation. MCBK members and their guests enjoyed
festive food and drink accompanied by lots of chat and laughter throughout the evening, and only
a few went home empty-handed following the raffle. The success of the event was witnessed by the
restaurant staff kindly asking us to leave so they could themselves go home at the end of the
evening; let’s hope we have not acquired a bad reputation and been black-listed from returning to
this venue for our 2026 Christmas Social.

Stuart Forbes MCBK Chair



