MCBK Secretary’s Report on 2025

As a branch, 2025 has been very much a year of business as usual with the club apiary in its second
year of full use and our training programme very much established and well attended. Our
membership numbers have remained more or less the same at around 100 with a slight decrease
as we gain a few and loose a few to natural churn.

Training

Ken H again ran our online theory training from January until April, with the help of Stuart, Nick,
Josh, Sarah and I.

For the second year, we also followed this up with actual hands-on sessions held at our club apiary
at Grozone. This is still very much a learning process for ourselves and feedback is welcome. In
these sessions we did a number of things such as first inspections, lighting smokers, extracting
honey and some winter preparation. Our continuing aim for 2026 is to also provide some practical
support for people wishing to do their basic assessment and beyond.

Internal Events

During the year we have had a number of varied events starting with Kevin Thorne’s great advice
on inspecting and managing hive concluding with the Xmas Meal on 8" December at Harford Hall.

We also had a number of apiary visits with a few switches due to the bees situation. If you can
offer to host a visit, contact me as next year we plan to only advertise a week or so before, due to
the ever-changing circumstances. Thanks go to Lesley, Josh, Nick and Sarah and Jane T for
providing some great hospitality.

We would like some feedback on what we can offer at our branch meetings as the turnout has
been a little disappointing and we want to offer the best options for the members.

Our first talk this year is by Martin Smith on “Managing Colonies” and how not to get carried away.

External Events

We again attended a number of external events with annual trips to Arley (this year we gave a talk
on bees too), Cheshire show, Game fair and Cuddington and Sandiway Gala. This year we also had
a stand at Marbury Park in June.

These events continue to be popular but the bees are always the stars. If you can help to run the
stand at one of these events let me know as the more help the better. Thanks to all who helped
this year — it was very much appreciated.

Apiary Report

The apiary continues to be our main expenditure item, which included a second new shed to store
the kit. This is greatly offset by the training and the sales of honey by the Grozone staff to the
Grozone community. Unfortunately the overall honey crop this year was quite poor, similar to
other people.



We currently have 7 full hives (3 x 14x12 BS, 3x normal BS and 1 poly Langstroth). We also have 2
over wintering nucs.

Thanks to Lynsey Peacock for the donation of the Honey Paw Langstroth Hive.

lan Turley (Secretary)



