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»  Ensure the conduit exit is well above head height or is
suitably screened.

«  The hive ventilator must be resistant to mischievous
probing.

« A beekeeper should be present at all times when the public
is nearby.

+  Closing screens must be available in case of an accident
such as broken observation panels or a damaged ventilator.
A large sheet can be used to wrap up the whole hive.

+ A spray bottle of soapy water should be available.

+  The beekeeper in charge should ensure that the hive does
not overheat, especially if the bees are not allowed to fly.

Risk Assessment

Organizers are advised to do a written risk assessment of the
event, identifying hazards and the steps talken to minimize them
and their outcomes.

The Health and Safety Executive has produced a very helpful
leaflet — ‘Five Steps to Risk Assessment’ — available from the
Environmental Health Department of your District Council or
http:/iwww.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg | 63.pdf

After the event

Assess what went wrong and what went right. Make notes for
future events and update any briefing or guidance notes. If any
helpers proved to be unsuitable they should be told what was
wrong with a view to improvement for the future.

General points:

This leaflet is one of a series intended to help beekeepers and
non-beekeepers. If you believe the contents of this leaflet are
relevant to you, please seek further advice from an experienced
beekeeper or your tutor.

Information is updated regularly — please check with the BBKA
web site at: www.bblka.org.uk — for the latest information.

This leaflet supersedes ‘Managing Live Bees at Shows’
(B5 2006 3rd edition)

Note: The same information is published in our data sheet LO05
available to download from the BBKA web site.

Disclaimer:
This leaflet is provided for general interest and information
only and is not intended to provide specific advice for any
individual. BBKA make no representations or warranties
about the accuracy or suitability for any purpose of the
information contained in this document. No liability is
accepted for any injury or loss arising out of the contents
or information published within this leaflet.
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BBKA - Information Leaflet

Managing live
bees at Shows

This leaflet is a guide for the safe manage-
ment of live bees used for demonstrations
to the public, either in full sized or observa-
tion hives.

Preparation before the show

«  Appoint one person to have overall control and
responsibility for the event. This should ensure
that nothing is missed.

»  Read the terms and conditions of the show.

«  Inspect the proposed site with the show organ-
izer and ensure that it is suitable. Where bees
are free flying you should avoid other activities
such as children's play areas, tethered animals,
footpaths, car parks, etc.

«  Agree the maximum number of colonies to be
placed on the site.

BEKA - supporting fees and, Feekeepers




